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Local residents got a shock last week 
when inclement weather and April’s 
low temperatures caused brief snow- 
storms, high winds and property dam- 
age throughout the region. 


More than 60,000 residents 


aranehous ‘the region and thé GTA 


suffered from power outages on Apr. 
4, while strong winds caused damage 
to a construction site at the corner of 
Glen Erin Drive and Eglinton Avenue 
in Mississauga. 
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The snowy conditions are expected 
to taper off throughout the week, al- 
though rain and low temperatures will 
continue through the weekend. 
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As marjjuana-linked traffic deaths spike in U.S, MADD says Canadian legal pot rollout “better” 


by Marco Patrone 


An anti-drunk driving group 
says Canada can avoid mistakes 
in legalizing pot made in the 
U.S where drug related road 
deaths have spiked. 

"The U.S has done it wrong. 
We have an opportunity in 
Canada to do a better job,” said 
Andrew Murie, CEO of Moth- 
ers Against Drunk Driving. 

“We're going to have a gov- 
ernment-controlled system. 
The province of Ontario is 
doing this in a cautious way,” he 
said. 

In Colorado where the drug 
has been legal since 2012, the 
Denver Post reported “the 
number of drivers involved in 
fatal crashes in Colorado who 
tested positive for marijuana 
has risen sharply each year 
since 2013, more than doubling 
in that time.” 

The paper’s analysis of the 
data and coroner reports said, 
“Increasingly potent levels of 
marijuana were found in posi- 
tive-testing drivers who died in 
crashes in Front Range coun- 
ties.” 

The Denver Post news report 
sites other alarming statistics 
between 2013-16 “which saw a 
40 per cent increase in the total 
number of all drivers involved 
in fatal crashes in Colorado 


from 627 to 880. 

The number of drivers testing 
positive for marijuana use 
jumped 145 percent - from 47 
In 2013 to 115 in 2016." 

Despite that, state officials 
say there’s no definitive link be- 
tween the rising number of pot- 
related traffic fatalities and 
legalized pot. 

“We've had a major problem 
with drugs and driving since 


2010,” Murie told the Peel 
Weekly News. 
“We've seen a rapid rise in it 
as he efore legalization. So we 
ave some concerns but 
some things are done before le- 
galization, unlike the United 
States, we might be in a better 
situation to deter some of this 
after legalization.” 
Murie says Ontario’s decision 
to keep tighter controls through 


laws and by empowering police 
to deal with it are positive steps. 
“They've got good provincial 
legislation, zero tolerance for 
young drivers and zero toler- 
ance for commercial drivers. 
They've already put in place 
things that are going to be 
above the good things the fed- 
eral government is doing.” 
Murie says the U.S erred in 
failing to keep track of what was 


going on before they legalized 


“othe problem with the U.S is 
the way they did so prior to the 
referendum to legalize, they 
weren't doing an especially 
good job of measuring 
Cannabis fatalities.” 

“So all the sudden when they 
legalized, they stepped up their 
ability to measure all dead driv- 
ers for it so yes youre seeing a 
tremendous spike but I don’t 
think it’s an apple to apple com- 
parison. I don’t think they were 
doing such a good job before.” 

He says Canada has been 
“measuring this almost 10 years 
prior to legalization. So if we do 
see a spike, we're going to be 
able to measure it. We're going 
to know the reason for it.” 

Another problem in the U.S, 
according to Murie is “they 
have not been able to convince 
their state governments to use 
oral fluid testing as a screening 
tool to detect cannabis drivers, 
impaired drivers by drugs. We 
feel that’s the equivalent to a 
breathalyzer they don’t have 
that in the U.S. That’s a major 
mistake in policy, a major mis- 
take in seeing the likelihood of 
that rapid increase because 
they haven't got it under con- 
trol.” 


A report by Peel staff looking 
at the impact of legal marijuana 
appears to gloss over mounting 
evidence of the drug’s possible 
link to the spike in driving fatal- 
ities in states where it’s legal. 

The report dated Mar. 15, 
called Implications of the Le- 
galization of Cannabis for 
Recreational, forms part of the 
research material used by Re- 
gional councillors and staff. 

In the hi: pier thos the authors 
note, “At this time, there are 
still a number of unknowns re- 
garding what final federal and 
provincial legislation and regu- 
lations will look like, what re- 
quired programs and services 
will need to be implemented, 
how they will be implemented, 
and how they will be funded.” 

Murie says he’s not as en- 
couraged by measures taken in 
other provinces “that are priva- 
tizing the system. I’m con- 
cerned they're not going to sell 
cannabis in a responsible way 
and they are more likely than a 

overnment entity to be driven 
fe by profit and sell to people 
who are intoxicated; sell to peo- 
ple who are underage than a 
government entity.” 


Wynne asked to scrap small business tax hike in 2018 budget 


by Marco Patrone 


Business groups are asking 
the Wynne government to 
scrap two proposed tax 
changes that could cost em- 
ployers millions and under- 
mine confidence in the 
economy even further than it 
has already. 

The latest Ontario govern- 
ment measures to draw fire 
from the business community 
include two proposed tax re- 
forms tabled in the 2018 
budget. 

The Mississauga Board of 
Trade and Ontario Chamber 
of Commerce say the meas- 
ures. will cost employers 
nearly half a billion dollars in 
new taxes. 

“At a time when industry in 
Ontario is feeling the impact 
of the rising minimum wage, 
significant labour reforms, in- 
creasing global and US com- 


petition, and rising input 
costs, we need Government to 
reduce the cumulative burden 
not add to it,” said David Wo- 
jcik, President of the Missis- 
sauga Board of Trade. 

The latest Ontario budget 
includes a proposal to harmo- 
nize with the federal govern- 
ment’s eligibility criteria. 
Critics of the move say it will 
leave over 20,000 employers 
paying $100 million more in 
Employment Health Tax over 
the next three years. 

The other contentious item 
would see businesses phased 
out of the small business de- 
duction if they earn between 
$50,000 and $150,000 of 
passive investment income 1n 
the taxation year. 

That would cost Ontario 
businesses $350 million in 
new taxes over the next three 
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years. 
Init’s latest budget, the gov- 
ernment notes last year, it an- 


9878 Dixte Road, Braltipton " 


nounced more than $500 
million in new initiatives over 
the next three years to "lower 


costs and 
support 
small busi- 
nesses in 
Ontario. 
This in- 
cluded a 22 
per cent cut 
to the small 
business 
Corporate 
Income 
Tax rate, 
from 4.5 
per cent to 
per 


The gov- 
ernment 
also notes 
that last fall 
it “commit- 

ted to designating 33 per cent 
of its procurement spending 
on goods and services from 


small and medium-sized 
businesses by 2020.” 

Despite those measures, 
many small business owners 
believe the Wynne govern- 
ment is not their friend. They 
point to the rising costs of 
hydro and labour under the 
Wynne government. PC 
leader Doug Ford has made 
balancing the province’s 
books a priority. 

He has vowed to keep the 
minimum wage at $14, scrap- 
ping the Liberals’ plan for it to 
increase to $15 next year. 

Businesses like those pro- 
posed measures, especially 
after being hit by higher costs 
that came with changes to 
Ontario’s employment laws, 
known as Bill 148. 
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Weaponizing integrity probes “costly and ridiculous”, says Sprovieri 


by Marco Patrone 


After almost 30 years in 
municipal politics, you’d 
think councillor John 
Sprovieri would’ve seen it all 
by now. 

He says the string of in- 
tegrity commissioner probes, 
most of which appear to be 
aimed solely at discrediting 
rivals, has reached the point 
of being ridiculous. 

“We use it to get back at 
each other. Somebody started 
the ball rolling and now 
everybody’s just trying to get 
back. I think it’s human na- 
ture is ‘you try to screw me, 
I'll try to screw you.’ It’s just 
the way humanity works and 
it’s become ridiculous.” 

In recent years, there’s 
been at least half a dozen in- 
tegrity probes involving 
councillors, including 
Sprovieri, Gael Miles, Pat 
Fortini, Martin Medeiros, 
Gurpreet Dhillon, Elaine 
Moore and Mayor Linda Jef- 
frey, all of whom have been 
implicated in allegations of 
breaching the Code of Con- 
duct. 

“Most of these complaints 
have no merit,” says 
Sprovieri. “It’s costing the 
taxpayers money every time. 
The integrity commissioner 
gets a flat fee and everything 
over that, he charges by the 
hour.” 

Sprovieri wants to know 
what it’s costing taxpayers to 
‘weaponize’ Integrity Com- 


missioner Guy Giorno. 

"That’s why I asked staff to 
report back, exactly how 
much money is being spent 
so far on the integrity com- 
missioner. The public needs 
to know if there’s good value 
on the money being spent.” 

Councillors or a Mayor 
found to have breached the 
code of conduct could face 
penalties including a stern 
reprimand, a warning or a 
loss of thousands of dollars in 
pay. 

Despite being critical of 
what’s going on, Sprovieri 
himself has only filed one 
complaint against the mayor. 

“T’ve lodged one complaint 
only throughout this whole 
process. That complaint was 
for her influencing some 
members of council to cover 
her $18,000 legal bill.” 

The Mayor was cleared of 
that complaint and there are 
no signs councillors are hav- 
ing second thoughts about fil- 
ing complaints against 
colleagues. Sprovieri was tar- 
geted for leaking information 
to the media. 

Martin Medeiros was re- 
cently cleared of a similar al- 
legation involving 
Brampton’s bid for e-com- 
merce giant Amazon’s second 
headquarters. 

As reported by the Peel 
Weekly News, Medeiros be- 
lieves it was nothing more 
than a politically motivated 


smear job. 

“They put a complaint 
against me and, as of 
Wednesday, council con- 
firmed the integrity commis- 
sioner came back with no 
findings essentially suggest- 
ing there’s no evidence that I 
disclosed in-camera informa- 
tion nor is there any evidence 
to suggest that. I think this is 
another example of those 
groups of councillors trying 
to put some negative spin on 
me as we gear up for an elec- 
tion.” 

There’s been recent tit-for- 
tat series of complaints in- 


volving Pat Fortini and Gael 
Miles over the purchase of 
the Riverstone Golf Club. 

Miles claims Fortini broke 
the code of conduct by “mis- 
leading residents” about the 
Riverstone Golf Course deal. 

“Pat Fortini recently put in 
a complaint against Gael 
Miles for misleading the pub- 
lic on Riverstone based on 
the appraisal values that were 
done,” says Sprovieri. 

“We overpaid by several 
million dollars for the River- 
stone golf course. Why? It 
boggles the mind. If it was a 
good deal, I would’ve sup- 


ported it to purchase if it was 
a real good deal, but it was- 
n't.” 

Miles has defended the 
$11.6 million deal including 
renovations as a good one for 
taxpayers. Sprovieri is now 
weighing his options as far as 
running again in the fall mu- 
nicipal election. 

At this point in his career, 
he says eliminating water 
fluoridation in Peel Region is 
his one outstanding goal. 

“If I run again, it'll only be 
to pursue that matter again,” 
he said. 


Hospital overcrowding in Mississauga a “crisis”: Horwath 


by Alex Gregory 


Occupancy rates in hospi- 
tals in Mississauga have 
reached a crisis stage, ac- 
cording to Andrea Horwath. 

Speaking in Question Pe- 
riod Tuesday afternoon, the 
provincial NDP leader re- 
vealed that hospitals in the 
Trillium Health chain, in- 
cluding Credit Valley Hospi- 
tal and the — south 
Mississauga branch at 
Hurontario/Queensway, 
have seen occupancy rates 
skyrocket to more than 
118% capacity between Dec. 
2017 and Jan. 2018. 

The stats come from doc- 
uments released by the 
party, which show that over 
300 patients have been 
forced to stay in hallways 
due to overcrowding. 

“This problem didn’t just 
appear out of nowhere,” 
said Horwath, referencing 
past instances of over- 
crowding in other hospitals, 


including William Osler 
Health Centre branches in 
Brampton. 

“The Liberals froze and 
cut hospital budgets, and 
the result is that people are 
treated in hallways, shower 
rooms, bathrooms, waiting 
rooms, broom closets.” 

According to the docu- 
ments released by the party, 
an average of 150 patients 
per day were set up in 
unfded beds from Dec. 15 to 
Jan. 15, pushing patient ca- 
pacity to higher-than-nor- 
mal levels. 

Responding to Horwath’s 
questioning, Premier Kath- 
leen Wynne said that the 
province understands that 
the health care system is 
taxed, and is hoping that the 
recently-released budget 
will solve deficiencies by in- 
vesting more than $850 
million over the next four 
years. 


The investments include a 
4.6 per cent (approx. $822 
million) increase to William 
Osler’s operating budget for 
2019. 

“There is more that is 
needed on that front ... hos- 
pitals require that we make 
a substantial investment 
this year, as we did last year, 
so that people can get health 
care faster,” Wynne said. 

Despite that, Horwath 
said that the province’s re- 
sponse wasn’t enough, and 
has increased stress on 
frontlife staff. 

Horwath’s concerns were 
shared by Brampton-East 
NDP candidate Gurratan 
Singh, who addressed the 
hospital funding shortages 
during a campaign rally in 
Brampton last week. 

Referring to Brampton 
Civic Hospital as a facility 
that was “underfunded the 
day it opened”, Singh 


pledged to make it a key 
focus of his campaign and 
support a universal health- 
care and dental plan. 


“Health is a fundamental 
right, and it’s incumbent on 
the government to provide 
for its citizens,” he said. 


PWN File Photo 
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Bob Delaney is sorry....he got caught 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


In case, after the train wreck 
that is Justin Trudeau, you still 
need proof that intelligence is 
no prerequisite for being in 
politics, I give you MPP Bob 
Delaney. 

This is an individual who, 
after a virtuoso display of jaw- 
dropping stupidity and arro- 
gance, even managed to botch 
his Facebook post apology to a 
reporter. 

He screwed that up because 
after all, he’s not really sorry. 
He’s just annoyed he was 
recorded and thus can’t deny 
what he said. All he can do is 
play the ‘faulty memory’ card. 

Delaney ‘lost it’ at a budget 
breakfast when a_ reporter 
pointed out the problems the 
Wynne Liberals say they need 
to ‘fix’ by running up the debt 
are of their own making, given 
they’ve been in power for 15 
years. 

Delaney snapped. “Bull- 
shit,” he said, then said he was 
‘proud of tripling the debt.’ 

Delaney later mustered up a 
mealy-mouthed apology on his 


April 27, 2018 
7:00 — 9:00 a.m. 


Facebook site because a) the 
reporter had a recording of 
him and b) his superiors, 
probably under pressure from 
Charles Sousa, told him to. 

Listening to the audio of the 
reporter’s exchange with De- 
laney, one is struck by the pret- 
zel he contorted himself into in 
justifying Ontario’s slow-mo- 
tion descent into insolvency. 

It’s not just that he resorted 
to obscenities in a public 
budget meeting when a re- 
porter dared challenge him. 
It's not just that he later at- 
tacked the reporter for his own 
stupidity, claiming he was 
quoted out of context by a 
journalist who (gasp!) “Didn’t 
tell me he was a reporter!” 

Consider the implication of 
that statement for a moment. 
Does he think it’s ok to talk to 
‘regular people’ one way and 
reporters in another way? 

Why would he think that? 

Oh yeah...because reporters 
write stuff and carry tape 
recorders. The average voter 
wouldn’t do that. 

In Delaney’s world, you can 
say whatever you want to the 
average Joe and if it comes 
back to bite you, just deny it 
and accuse him of being 
wrong. 


< Ley 


Plausible deniability is an 
ethically challenged _politi- 
cian’s best friend. Think I’m 
kidding? Check out the half- 
hearted apology on Facebook. 

“A local reporter kept asked 


(sic) me several questions 
about Ontario's deficit and 
long-term debt. The reporter 
brought his voice recorder to 
the event, and on that day, I 
did not. My recollection of 
what I had said was incorrect.” 

Even there, he can’t resist 
taking shots at the reporter 
who wouldn’t shut up about 
the pathetic state of the 
province’s books. Then he says 


¥ 


the reporter had a_ tape 
recorder while he didn’t. 
Translated from idiot-speak, 
Delaney couldn’t deny what he 
said at that meeting. Mind you, 
before he knew of the tape 
recording, Delaney was indig- 
nant, and adamant the misun- 


derstanding was all the 
reporter’s fault. 
When faced with the record- 


ing, Delaney had little choice 
but to say his recollection was 
incorrect. 
It was only incorrect because 
he could no longer deny it. 
The fact is, despite bragging 
about their surplus this year, 


the Wynne government 
doesn’t believe in balancing 
the books. 

In his Olga Korbut-like con- 
tortions at the budget meeting, 
Delaney and company claimed 
to be running a $600m sur- 
plus. A nano second later, they 
insist they can run deficits for 
years because the economy is 
growing making the per cent of 
net debt to GDP manageable. 

Well, which is it? Why insist 
that running up the credit card 
is the right thing to do then 


brag about balancing the 
books for a whopping one year 
in a row? 


The Wynne government is 
drunk on, and addicted to the 
power of taxing, spending and 
redistributing billions in ways 
they think will punish those 
who don’t like them (small 
business operators for one) 
and solidify their hold on 
enough voters (and those vot- 
ers growing dependency on 
the state) to keep them lodged 
in government. 

The prospect of losing 
power, especially to a man 
they loathe (that would be you, 
Doug) terrifies them to no end. 

That explains the series of 
boneheaded miscues from 
Charles Sousa’s ‘eye-candy’ 
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comment to Steven Del Duca’s 
‘adorable’ put-down to De- 
laney’s latest er performance. 
Nothing, including their latest 
debt-laden budget is helping. 

Apparently (take note Justin 
T.), even bribing people with 
their own money has its limits 
in terms of moving the needle 
on a_toxically unpopular 
leader. 

A poll by Mainstreet Re- 
search found that Doug Ford 
and the Tories have the sup- 
port of more than half, 50.3 
per cent of decided or leaning 
voters. 

Wynne has 23.9 per cent 
and 18.3 per cent support for 
Andrea Horwath and the NDP. 
If those numbers hold up, the 
Ontario Liberals would be 
headed for an epic shellacking. 

Yes, Delaney did finally 
admit he ‘put his foot in it.’ 
Soon, it’ll be time for voters to 
put their foot in it, Bob. 

Surely, even you can guess 
where that foot is going. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor@peeldailynews.com 
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One man arrested after region’s 
ninth homicide of 2018 


Peel Police have one man 
in custody after a homicide 
that happened over the 
weekend in Brampton, the 
region’s ninth of the year. 

The Homicide and Miss- 
ing Bureau responded to a 
medical assistance call 
Sunday afternoon at the 
corner of MacKay Street 
North and Middleton Way, 
and discovered a victim 
suffering from trauma. 

The victim, 46 year-old 
Valentino Pauletto' of 


Brampton, succumbed to 
his wounds shortly after- 
wards. 


Investigators charged 36 
year-old John Albert 
Lopez, of no fixed address, 
with an accessory to mur- 
der charge on the same day, 
and he appeared in Bramp- 
ton court on Apr. 9 for a 
bail hearing. 

Police are still looking for 
witnesses and surveillance 
video. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to call the Homi- 
cide and Missing Persons 
Bureau at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3205. 
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Sahota contradicts Trudeau, Freeland 
on Russian diplomat expulsions 


by Marco Patrone 


MP Ruby Sahota has cast 
further doubt on her own goy- 
ernment’s official story as to 
why Ottawa booted four Russ- 
ian diplomats last month. 

In a TV interview Sunday, 
the Brampton North MP 
ditched the Liberal talking 
points, saying the expulsions 
were all about the nerve gas at- 
tack in the UK, not about Russ- 
ian spying in Canada. 

“What we've been talking 
about is the expulsion of the 
Russian diplomats from not 
just Canada, but from the U.K., 
for the issue that happened. 
The nerve agent that was 
spread in the U.K. is the reason 
behind the expulsion." 

Sahota said Canada’s move 
to punish the Putin govern- 
ment in solidarity with the U.K. 
was, "the only reason" and "di- 
rectly related" to the diplomats’ 
expulsion. It contradicts the 
Trudeau government’s an- 
nouncement two weeks earlier. 

The version given Canadians 
by both PM Justin Trudeau 
and Foreign Affairs Minister 
Chrystia Freeland was about 
Russian "intelligence officers 
or individuals who have used 
their diplomatic status to un- 
dermine Canada's security or 


interfere in our democracy." 

Back on Mar. 26, Canada 
also announced, "three appli- 
cations for additional Russian 
staff were denied.” Freeland 
said the move was being made 
in solidarity with the U.K. over 
the nerve gas attack in on a for- 
mer double agent Sergei Skri- 
pal and his daughter. 

A week later, Trudeau 
blamed the Russian “propa- 
ganda and misinformation 
campaign” against Freeland as 
part of the rationale for playing 
diplomatic hardball. 

"T think we all can remember 
the efforts by Russian propa- 
gandists to discredit our minis- 
ter of foreign affairs in various 
ways through social media and 
by sharing scurrilous stories 
about her," Trudeau said. 

Russian efforts have been 
blamed for exposing Freeland’s 
family connection to a NAZI 
collaborator. Her Ukrainian 
grandfather Michael Chomiak 
worked with the NAZIs to 
spread anti-Jewish propa- 


ganda. 
All of that has served to 
muddy the waters and 


prompted the opposition Con- 
servatives and the NDP to 
question the government’s 


changing rationale for the ex- 
pulsions. 

"J udging from what Ruby's 
saying right now I don’t even 
think the Liberal caucus is clear 
on what’s going on here...This 
is something that clearly needs 
to get a little bit of sunshine put 
on it, and the House of Com- 
mons is the right place to do it, 
and the minister will have to 
answer as to exactly why this is 
happening,” Conservative 
deputy leader Lisa Raitt told 
CTV’s Question Period. 
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Sahota suspects Russian in- 
terference in Canada’s elec- 
tions. "Have these people 
interfered and done other 
things in the past? I mean, 
those are things that our na- 
tional security would have in- 
formation on and those are 
things that have been hinted to. 
I think that there have been le- 
gitimate threats to our elec- 
tions and that’s something that 
we're taking very seriously and 
investigating,” she said. 
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Patio & Pool Deck Resurfacing 
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Brampton man in custody after 
brazen string of robberies in city 


by Alex Gregory 


ABrampton man is in 
custody after being nabbed 
for a series of robberies 
throughout the city and 
neighboring districts. 

Peel Police’s Central Rob- 
bery Bureau and Toronto’s 
21 Division Uniform Patrol 
arrested the suspect, 21 
year-old Lav Chopra, for nu- 
merous robberies, including 
five banks, a commercial 
business and two financial 
service companies. 


The robberies took place 


over a span of two weeks 
(Mar. 23 - Apr. 5), with four 
of the robberies taking place 
in Brampton. Businesses in 
Toronto and Vaughan were 
also among those impacted 
by the robberies. 

Chopra was arrested on 
Apr. 16 and charged with 
eight counts of Robbery and 
eight counts of Disguise 
with Intent. 

He appeared in Brampton 
court on Apr. 7 for a bail 
hearing. 


Authorities are asking wit- 
nesses who may have any 
additional information or 
surveillance video to come 
forward. 

Those who have informa- 
tion are asked to call the 
Central Robbery Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 3410. 

Information may also be 
left anonymously by calling 
Peel Crime Stoppers at 1- 
800-222-TIPS (8477). 


May Monteiro 


May.Monteiro@verico.ca 
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Asking candidates the hard questions 


Bruce 
Marshall 


y y Weekly Column 


It could be the most im- 
portant question you have 
to ask your provincial can- 
didates when they arrive 
at your door - is not some- 
thing you've given any 
thought to. 

According to the Associ- 
ation of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the infrastructure 
funding shortfall for mu- 
nicipal projects tops $9B a 
year. 

And there's no way that 
muncipal taxes could ever 
pay for it without dramat- 
ically increasing property 
taxes by astronomical per- 
centages — like 50% or 
over 100%. 

This is what was out- 
lined in a session that Re- 

ional Chair Frank Dale 
eld last week where 
provincial MPP candi- 
dates were invited to out- 
line what their parties 
Sle going to be able to 
0. 

The concern was made 
very practical later in the 
week at the city level 
where Brampton Parks 
and Recreation Depart- 
ment outlined plans to re- 
vitalize a number of 
community centres. 

The Parks and Rec Mas- 
ter Plan outlines over a 
hundred recommendation 
to bring community cen- 
tres up to date — some of 
the projects individually 
costing tens of millions of 
dollars each. 

While the master plan 
does tip-toe through how 
we're going to fund this — 


Bruce Marshall speaks to NDP candida 


some of the options, such 
as a “user fee”, fly in the 
face of sense. 

At atime when we're try- 
ing to encourage more ac- 
tive living as a means to 
better health — it wouldn't 
be the time to start exclud- 
ing those on the lowest in- 
come rungs. 

So, it's clear that partici- 
pation from other levels of 
government will be re- 
quired to make these proj- 
ects go forward. 

As Regional Councillor 
Gael Miles pointed out at 
the region's session with 
the MPP candidates - “It's 
all OUR money.” 

At the regional level, 
they outline projects in 


broad areas such as Social 
Infrastructure like afford- 
able housing and long- 
term care, along with 
green Infrastructure such 
as water, wastewater and 
waste management. 
Transportation Infra- 
structure was another 
area, addressing goods 
movement and highway 
infrastructure, including 
the GTA west corridor.As 
a practical example — mas- 
sive work is needed on 
storm sewers alone to deal 
with the expected surge in 
water volumes per-storm 
with climate change. 
Otherwise, home owners 
will be dealing with more 
flooded basements as a 


regular event.The region 
made a compelling case 
that not all the funding for 
this can come from the re- 
gional tax base alone. And 
it's the same for city infra- 
structure. 

There's just not enough 
money coming in in prop- 
erty taxes. 

Now, I'll admit that I'm 
no fan of paying taxes. I 
know [have another prop- 
erty tax instalment coming 
up in a few days — and I'm 
not at all looking forward 
to it. 

However, I also don't be- 
lieve the myth that my 
taxes are entirely wasted. 

Taxes are — our invest- 
ment in economy of scale 


te Nikki Clarke during a recent candidates’ forum. (Submitted Photo) 


projects that we deem 
worthy of our investment. 

And that would be pretty 
well all the projects I 
heard about at the region's 
presentation and the spe- 
cific ideas for Brampton's 
community centres. 

There's an analogy I like 
to draw of a leaky roof: 
There's been a big rain 
storm — and you notice a 
wet patch on the ceiling. 
Well, let's not think about 
it. Because sometimes 
leaky roofs fix themselves 
— right? 

Another rain storm. An- 
other bigger patch of wet. 
Another rain storm — and 
now there's a trickle of 
water. You need a bucket. 


Then finally, one day 
during a torrential down- 
pour, the leak gets even 
worse — then the whole 
ceiling comes crashing 
om wet insulation and 
all. 

You look up inside the 
roof — and there's black 
mold all over the under- 
side of the roof decking. So 
now you have to strip the 
roof decking off, re-shin- 
gle the whole roof, repair 
the ceiling and replace the 
insulation. 

You played a_ fool’s 
game. And you got a fool’s 
outcome at a foolish cost. 
Yet we play this game all 
the time with public infra- 
structure. It's time to stop. 

It's time to ask the 
provincial candidates 
when they stop at your 
house what exactly their 
party is going to do to help 
municipal government at 
the region and city level 
with infrastructure. 

Get specific. And if they 
can't answer — hold them 
to getting back to you 
about it. Because this may 
be THE single biggest 
issue in this provincial 
election.. 


BouceMarshallis a Toronto. 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


New CRA changes will reduce barriers, 


by Alex Gregory 


Local residents will 
soon have less barriers to 
file their taxes, a Bramp- 
ton MP said last week. 

Brampton-West MP 
Kamal Khera held a town 
hall meeting last week 
with local organizations 
representing vulnerable 
residents in Brampton in 
order to highlight upcom- 
ing changes to the CRA. 

The changes include a 
new community volun- 
teer income tax program 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


along with simplified 
communications forms 
and an automated tax re- 
turn phone service, along 
with a presentation on 
the CRA’s findings on 
transient and homeless 
residents who have been 
able to access govern- 
ment benefits and file 
taxes. 

"(This program) illus- 
trates what can be accom- 
plished when Canadians 
lend a helping hand to 


their neighbours,” said 
Khera, who noted that 
there are already 35 or- 
ganizations and more 
than 250 residents in 
Brampton alone that use 
the program already. 

The services are in- 
tended to make the CRA 
more accessible and fairer 
to all Canadians, she said 
to the packed crowd. 

The  Liberal’s 2018 
budget will double the 
size of the CVITP as well 


as provide additional 
year-round clinics to help 
local residents access 
their returns more easily. 
More than 5,770 volun- 
teers from 905 organiza- 
tions helped close to 
228,000 individuals com- 
plete their tax returns in 
the province last year, ac- 
cording to a_ back- 
grounder released last 
week by Khera’s office. 
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Roche’s lung cancer treatment drug approved by Health Canada 


by Alex Gregory 


A new drug that allevi- 
ates symptoms of ad- 
vanced and metastasic 
lung cancer has been ap- 
eae for general usage 

y Health Canada, Missis- 
sauga-based Roche 
Canada announced Mon- 


ay. 

The pharmaceutical 
company said that Tecen- 
triq, which is adminis- 
tered intravenously and 
used in conjunction with 
chemotherapy treat- 
ments, is the first such 
treatment of its kind ap- 
proved in Canada. 

"The approve! of Tecen- 
triq for lung cancer is an 
important step forward as 
it's the first and only 
treatment in Canada ... 
that boosts patients’ im- 


mune systems to fight tu- 
mours,” said R.S. 
McLaughlin Durham Re- 
gional Cancer Centre on- 
cologist 
Rothenstein, who ex- 
plained that new treat- 
ments are needed to ease 
the burden of lung cancer, 
which claims the lives of 
many Canadians. 

According to Health 
Canada’s statistics, lung 
cancer is the leadin 
cause of cancer deat 
among people living in 
the country. 

Non-small cell lung can- 
cer accounts for roughly 
80-85% of all cases in 
Canada. The estimated 
five-year survival rate for 
patients with highly ad- 
vanced metastatic NSCLC 


Tecentriq’ 
Atezolizumab 


Concentrate for solution ® 


infusion 


is 2-13%. 

Tecentriq is adminis- 
tered by intravenous infu- 
sion every three weeks, 
which allows patients to 
attend fewer treatment 
sessions. 

The drug will help give 
lung cancer give patients 
more hope, said Lung 
Cancer Canada executive 
director Shem Singh. 

"Almost half of all lung 
cancer diagnoses in 
Canada are made when 
the cancer is already at its 
most aggressive and ad- 
vanced stage ... (This) is 
an option that can ep 
Canadians living wit 
lung cancer fight the dis- 
ease and perhaps gain 
more quality time with 
those they love," he said. 
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The Tecentriq approval 
is based on results from a 
pair of studies that tested 
more than 1,500 patients 

According to a state- 
ment from Roche, the 
company is currently test- 
ing four different medi- 
cines to treat different 
kinds of lung cancer, and 
more than ten medicines 
that target genetic trig- 

ers of lung cancer to 

oost the bodys immune 
system. 

Roche, which has its 
Canadian headquarters in 
Mississauga at 7070 Mis- 
sisssauga Rd., employs 
more than 1,000 people 
across the country. 


Mountainview Road Meeting 


Caledon will host an en- 
vironmental assessment 
meeting related to Moun- 
tainview Road, between 
Granite Stones and Olde 
Base Line Roads, will be 
held on Apr. 26. 

The Town has initiated a 
Municipal Class Environ- 
mental Assessment to ad- 
dress development needs 
in the area and ensure sat- 
isfactory level of service 
and safe driving condi- 
tions. 

Representatives from the 
town and Amec Foster 
Wheeler will be present at 
the meeting to answer 
questions and discuss next 
steps in the study. 

Among the topics that 


were discussed about the 


oe on 


arash.olia@caledon.ca. 


area at a previous public 
consultation was a Pe 
posed residential deve ous 
ment that would e 
situated at the northeast 
corner of Mountainview 
and Walker Road West. 

Once the study is com- 
plete, an Environmental 
Study Report (ESR) will be 
prepared and available for 
public review and com- 
ment. 

The meeting will run 
from 5 - 8 p.m. at the Lions 
Den Room in the Caledon 
East Community Complex 
(6215 Old Church Rd). 

For more information, 
call Arash Olia at (905) 
584-2272, ext. 4073 or 
email the Town at 


a 


Modak takes CMO role at Schneider Electric 


by Alex Gregory 


Shonodeep Modak is on 
deck as the new Chief Mar- 
keting Officer at Schneider 


Electric. 


The electrical distributor, 
which has its Canadian 


head office in Mississauga, 
announced the promotion 
last week. 

Modak, an industry vet 
who served at multiple 
companies including Gen- 
eral Electric's Industrial 
Solutions division along 
with Exxon-Mobil, will fill 
the role effective immedi- 
ately, and will be responsi- 
ble for developing and 
implementing brand and 
marketing strategies across 
North America and Mex- 
ico. 
“We're confident Shon- 
odeep will take our North 
America marketing effort 
to a new level, helping to 
more clearly deliver our 
message and simplifying 
the value proposition we 
bring to our customers and 
their operations," Schnei- 
der CEO Annette Clayton 


said in a statement on 
Thursday. 

Modak will work closely 
with business leaders to 
help leverage the brand’s 
resources, and to build and 
execute marketing plans 
that increase business im- 
pact for the region. 

He brings more than 17 
years of experience to the 
role, and previously served 
as a member of Georgia 
State University’s Market- 
ing RoundTable and chap- 
ter president of Atlanta’s 
CMO Club. 


Schneider Electric’s 
Canadian division, which is 
headquartered on 


McLaughlin Rd., operates 
in more than 100 countries 
and provides integrated ef- 
ficiency solutions, combin- 
ing energy, automation and 
software. 


Is this Province ready for a change, because its starts June 7 


[¢ PC’s rolling out 
we policies, is it 


ONTARIOPC what we need? 


More promises, 
will it help 
them? 


ONTARIO Are the NDP 


NDP!» in line for a 


default opposition? 


I 
ONTARIO 
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Brampton assembly facility gets LRT boost 


by Alex Gregory 


The LRT is being pushed 
on the fast track. 
Brampton’s Alstom is set 
to open a new assembly fa- 
cility to manufacture light- 
rail vehicles, and will be 
receiving a significant in- 
vestment from the province. 
Transportation Minister 
Stephen Del Duca was on- 
hand Tuesday morning to 
make the announcement, 
which will include more 
than 600 new positions 
being created and a $528 
million investment to en- 
sure that Peel’s LRT project, 
along with that of the 
Greater Toronto and Hamil- 
ton area, has the vehicles it 
needs to launch on time. 
The province previously 
awarded the contract to Al- 
stom last year to build 61 
vehicles in the GTHA, along 
with the ability to build an 
extra 44 vehicles if desired. 
“(This new plant) will cre- 
ate jobs in Brampton and 
enable the growth of public 
transit across the GTHA 
and Peel,” said Del Duca, 
who noted that noted that 
the LRT is an essential part 


of the transit system and 
part of the _ province’s 
largest-ever infrastructure 
investment. 

The province has invested 
nearly $16 billion in rapid 
transit projects since 2003, 
with a slew of related fund- 
ing announcements being 
pushed since the beginning 
of the year, including initia- 
tives related to the 
Hurontario LRT (in Peel) 
and Finch West/Crosstown 
LRT projects (in Toronto). 

The project is great news 
for the city, said Brampton- 
Springdale MPP Harinder 
Malhi, who also spoke at the 
press conference. 

“Tt’s a vote of confidence 
in the economic growth of 
our community and an im- 
portant step in the develop- 
ment of rapid transit across 
the region.” 

The LRT line is one of the 
biggest infrastructure proj- 
ects in Peel’s history, and is 
expected to spur office, 
condo and retail develop- 
ment along the route. 

Besides its GO connec- 
tions, the LRT includes 


three stops in downtown 
Mississauga as well as links 
to Mississauga MiWay, 
Brampton Transit, Bramp- 
ton Ztim, and the Missis- 
sauga Transitway; and a 
maintenance and storage 
yard for the light rail vehi- 
cles at Highway 407. 

The facility confirms Al- 


a _ A 


stom’s commitment to the on- 
going transformation of the 
Canadian transportation land- 
scape, managing director An- 
gelo Guercioni said in a 
statement. 

The Hurontario LRT project 
is still scheduled to have service 
up and running by 2022. 


GROWING BUSINESSES. CREA 
Al FAMRE CROITRE LES ENTREPRISES. CREER 
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Stephen Del Duca (right) speaks during a press conference at Al- 
stom’s Brampton plant on Apr. 10, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 


More Peel Grocery Stores Add 
Beer/Wine Options 


Starting this week, 87 
more grocery stores across 
Ontario - including four in 
Brampton and five in Mis- 
sissauga - can now sell beer 
and cider products. 

According to a statement 
released by the province 
Tuesday evening, there are 
now over 350 grocery 
stores authorized to sell 
beer and cider, of which up 
to 70 can also sell wine. 

The new locations in- 
clude 11 independent gro- 
cery stores and 76 stores 
owned by large grocers. 

Ultimately, beer and 
cider will be available in up 
to 450 grocery stores 


across the province, includ- 
ing 300 that also sell wine. 

The move follows a simi- 
lar announcement last year 
that pushed beer and wine 
products to several stores 
in the region. 

All grocery stores that 
sell beer, cider and wine 
must abide by the require- 
ments for the safe sale of 
alcohol overseen by the Al- 
cohol and Gaming Com- 
mission of Ontario. 

For a full list of the stores 
in Peel that are now able to 
sell beer and wine prod- 
ucts, visit ontario.ca/more- 
choice. 


Lakeview Village waterfront project takes shape 


by Alex Gregory 


Acouncillor’s legacy was 
finally realized Tuesday 
evening, as the master plan 
for a new waterfront com- 
munity was finally unveiled 
for the public. 

Nearly 200 residents 
and key _ stakeholders 
packed into a program room 
at Carmen Corbasson Com- 
munity Centre in Missis- 
sauga to see the official 
unveiling of “Lakeview Vil- 
lage”, the brainchild of the 
late Ward 1 Councillor Jim 
Tovey and local advocates. 

The project, previously 
named as “Inspiration 
Lakeview”, will see an ap- 
proximate 177 acres of land 
in the south end developed 
into a mixed-use commu- 
nity over the next two 
decades. 

Mississauga-South MPP 
Charles Sousa and Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie were on- 
hand along with officials 
from the Lakeview Commu- 
nity Partners, a consortium 
of corporations including 


TACC Construction and CCI 
Development Group. 

More importantly, ex- 
plained Sousa, the project’s 
official announcement of- 
fered a chance to celebrate 
the legacy of Tovey’s work 
and his vision for a unified 
waterfront. 

“Jim made us dream big 
and work harder,” Sousa 
said, pointing to plans to 
build six new  neighbor- 
hoods along with an “inno- 
vation corridor”, art 
establishments and a trail 
that extends out into Lake 
Ontario. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a prior notice last 
month when the Lakeview 
Community Partners pur- 
chased 177 acres on the wa- 
terfront for an estimated 
$275 million, with 67 of 
those hectares being reme- 
diated by the city before 
transferring over. 

LCP president _ Fabio 
Mazzocco said that the mas- 
ter plan was refined over the 


last six months with the 
help of community and mu- 
nicipal input, and that it’s 
important for the develop- 
ment group to get it right. 

“We don’t take this re- 
sponsibility lightly ... this 
will draw visitors from all 
over the Region (of Peel) to 
Lakeview,” he said. 

Noting that the site has 
“limitless potential”, Crom- 
bie said that the city owes it 
to Tovey to see the project 
through. 

“Jim’s vision will con- 
tinue to be realized, and 
there are committed resi- 
dents who will see_ it 
through,” she explained. 

Projects are underway 
to increase public access to 
the waterfront, and a public 
meeting is set for Apr. 18 
from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the 
Waterside Inn in Port Credit 
(15 Stavebank Rd. S.) for 
community input. 


(axel 


BRANTHAvEN 
Nong 


—. 
Maes 
Photos by Alex Gregory 


A big thank you to all of our fans for a great 


2017 / 2018 season, see you all next year. 


For Season Tickets go to: 
www.mississaugasteelheads.com 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Sikh history explored in new exhibition at PAMA 


For the month of ee and 
beyond, Peel Art Gallery and 
Museum will host several 
works by rising stars in the Sikh 
art world, via a set of three new 
exhibitions available to all 
members of the public thanks 
to a generous donation by the 
Sikh Foundation of Canada. 

The three shows will feature 
works focusing on contempo- 
rary and classic works. Addi- 
tionally, admission to the 
gallery is free throughout April. 

The exhibitions include Rupy 
C. Tut’s“AJourney — Bac 
Home”, Amardeep Singh’s 
“Lost Heritage: A Sikh Legacy” 
and Kenwar Singh’s “Celebrat- 
ing Contemporary Sikh 
Artists”, which will collectively 
feature paintings, photography 
and mosaics. 

Contemporary Indo-Ameri- 
can artist Ruby C. Tut’s art de- 
picts the decorative Mughal 
Miniature style and integrates 
her experience with her own 
immigration to the United 
States as a pre-teen. “A Journey 
Back Home” is the artist’s first 
exhibition in Canada, according 
to organizers. 

Amadeep Si gh’s exhibition 
reflects the artist's connection to 
Pakistan, the land of his ances- 
tors, and captures the spiritual 


and architectural remnants ofa 
rich cultural legacy of the Sikh 
people. 

“Amardeep Singh was given 
incredible access into parts of 
Pakistan that were for many 
years off-limits to Sikhs,” said 
Sikh Foundation of Canada ex- 
ecutive Harry Singh.. “He is an 
amazing artist and he is show- 
ing important Sikh religious 
and historic sites that most of us 
have never seen.” 

Both “Lost Heritage” and “A 
Journey Back Home” will run 
in PAMA’s mainspace gallery 
until July. 

The gallery will also host a 
pair of events on Saturday, Apr. 
21 and Sunday, Apr. 22 as part 
of the Sikh Heritage Month cel- 
ebrations. An artists’ reception 
will also take place on Apr. 21 at 
1:30 p.m. 

Renowned Canadian Sikh 
ainter Kanwar Singh, who has 
een creating exceptional 

paid exclusively devoted to 

e Sikh religion and history for, 
will also host an exhibition in 
the gallery. 

“Tve always been fascinated 
by art and I have always been 
fascinated by history,” said 
Singh. “I am interested in 
things that are bigger than per- 
sonal stories.” 


In addition to the art exhibi- 
tions, PAMA will present free 
seminars, lectures and work- 
shops meant to celebrate the 
contributions and aspirations of 
all Sikh-Canadians and to de- 


velop a greater understanding 
and appreciation for a rich, 
unique and diverse heritage. 
For more information, visit 
pama.peelregion.ca. 


New MAC president announced as Crombie departs 


by Alex Gregory 


Community leader 
and professional engi- 
neer Jeannette Chau is 
onboard as the new pres- 
ident of the Mississauga 
Arts Council, replacing 
outgoing President Brian 
Crombie. 

The promotion was 
announced last week 
during the arts organiza- 
tion’s annual meeting, 
held at the Civic Centre. 

In his final speech, 
Crombie, who is leaving 
the position to focus 
more of his time on his 
work with the Ottawa 
Senators as their interim 
Chief Financial Officer, 
said that it’s important to 
appreciate and promote 
art through the genera- 
tions. 

“Art is long, life is 


short and it speaks to the 
enduring nature of art as 
embraced by those who 
create, appreciate, collect 
and curate (it),” he told 
the packed hall. 
Crombie, who took 
the role seven years ear- 
lier, was presented with a 
plaque from the organi- 
zation’s award, along 
with thanks from Chau, 
who spoke about her ex- 
citement to lead MAC 
through a “period of 
change and growth.” 
“My vision is to make 
art accessible to every- 
one. I want to help make 
Mississauga the greatest 
place for people to want 
to be and live,” she told 
the crowd. “Art can con- 
nect people from all cul- 
tures and MAC helps to 


support artists and their 
creativity and to cele- 
brate their achieve- 
ments.” 

MAC will continue to 
promote the city as a 
home to a thriving, even 


world-renowned arts 
community, she said 
later. 


The organization also 
welcomed three new 
board members to their 
ranks, including host 
Randy Persaud, designer 
and magazine editor Cobi 
Ladner and Pallett Valo 
partner Ray Mikkola. 

Additionally, Saman- 
tha Angel was ratified to 
continue in her role as 
the board’s vice presi- 
dent, while BDO account 
will continue on as the 
organization’s treasurer. 


Mississauga Arts Council’s 2018 Board of Directors (Submitted Photo) 
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A Tribute to Caledon’s Own - Bill Rea 


by Sylvia Jones 


Caledon lost a friend this 
week. 

While I considered Bill 
Rea a friend, I didn’t social- 
ize with him - unless you in- 
clude the countless 


community events we at- 
tended over the years, Bill 
taking a picture or two 
(“and now with the camera 
that works”) and chroni- 
cling Caledon community 
news and events. 


We would often compare 
our schedule for the day, 
with Bill joking about how 
he never went “North of 
Highway 9” because it was 
outside of Caledon. 

By today’s standards, Bill 
would probably be called a 
workaholic, but I’m pretty 
sure he was doing exactly 
want he wanted to do. What 
he loved. 

What I saw was a person 
i | 


interested in, and engaged 
with, all things Caledon. 

The last time Bill inter- 
viewed me, he was sup- 
posed to be on vacation; and 
yet he made the call, did the 
interview, and I’m guessing 
wrote and submitted the ar- 
ticle - on vacation. 

Always a professional and 
always willing to put in the 
hours to make sure the story 
was written. 


Reebok 


I don’t know what Bill’s 
political affiliations were, 
and frankly, I didn’t care. 

I didn’t care because he 
never inserted his opinions 
into the news articles he 
wrote. 

For Bill, it was about mak- 
ing sure the readers were 
given unbiased information 
to make their own deci- 
sions. 

We were lucky that Bill 
chose Caledon as the place 
he worked and eventually 
called his home. 

We were lucky that he 
chose Caledon as the place 
to write our stories, share 
our passions and track our 
history. 

For that, we have Beth to 
thank. It was Beth was who 
captured Bill’s heart and 
kept him in Caledon. 

Im sorry he won’t get the 
time he deserves to spend 
with the special lady he met 
and married in Caledon. 

Rest in Peace, my friend. 


Sylvia Jones is the Mem- 
ber of Provincial Parlia- 
ment for the 
Dufferin-Caledon area. 


Statement by Mayor Allan 
Thompson on the passing of Bill Rea 


It is with great sadness 
to learn of the passing of 
Bill Rea, Editor of the Cale- 
don Citizen, a journalistic 
pillar of this community. 

For close to four decades 
Bill diligently and 
doggedly reported _ the 
news in King Township 
and Caledon. 

As a community we are 
deeply grateful for (his) 
life and work. 

Bill connected with his 
readers through a shared 
sense of community. 

Whatever was happen- 
ing in Town, you could 
count on Bill being there to 
capture the moment. 

He was well known for 


his dry wit and clever 
sense of humour. 

Bill always looked be- 
yond the obvious attention 
grabbing headline and fo- 
cused on the human and 
community elements of a 
story. 

He was one of the last 
true gentleman journal- 


ists. 

All this week, a book of 
memories for people to 
sign will be placed at Bill’s 
usual spot at the media 
table in Caledon Council 
Chambers. 

Our thoughts and heart- 
felt sympathies go to Beth 
and his family. 


.COM 


6A Brant Avenue 
Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


905-278-1374 
fly @PazanGallery 


Original 


Call or email us at 


Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


Restorted 


We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 


to book your appointment 
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Transit in Peel is becoming more affordable - here's why 


by Curtis Underwood 


Transit in Peel is becom- 
ing more affordable, ac- 
cording to recent 
announcements by the On- 
tario government. 

The province announced 
that, beginning next year, 
public transit will have its 
costs lowered in an move 
aimed at improving afford- 
ability for riders through- 
out the region. 

Beginning in early 2019, 
the province will reduce 
the cost of GO Transit trips 
to just $3 for PRESTO 
users who are travelling 
under 10 kilometres any- 
where on the rail system. 

All and 


Union-Pearson Express 
trips anywhere within the 
City of Toronto will also be 
reduced to $3. 

With proceeds from On- 
tario's cap on pollution, the 
province will also provide 
fare integration discounts 
of up to $1.50 per ride for 
anyone who travels be- 
tween York, Durham, 
Brampton and Mississauga 
transit networks and the 
Toronto Transit Commis- 
sion (TTC), saving riders 
up to $720 per year. 

PRESTO card users trav- 
elling on GO Transit be- 
tween Union Station and 
stations near Toronto, such 


as Port Credit, Malton, 
Pickering, Ajax or 
Markham will also see fare 
reductions. 

Adult fares for GO Tran- 
sit trips between approxi- 
mately 10 km and 20 km 
will also be reduced and 
will vary between $3 to $6, 
depending on the specific 
route. 

These changes coincide 
with recent transit 
changes, including the 
province's $21.3 billion in- 
vestment in GO, PRESTO 
fee reduction for com- 
muters transferring be- 
tween the TTC, GO Transit 
and the UP Express and 


‘ey 


2017's opening of the Line 
1 Extension/Toronto-York 
Spadina Subway Exten- 
sion. 

Ontario Premier Kath- 
leen Wynne was joined by 
Transportation Minister 
Kathryn McGarry last week 
to discuss the changes and 
the aim of ‘making life 
more affordable’ through 
significant transit fee re- 
ductions. 

“This new fare discount is 
the latest step in our plan 
to make public transit 
more affordable, better in- 
tegrated and more effi- 
cient," said McGarry, who 
noted that the reduced 
fares will ease congestion 
on subways and_ buses 
through more options for 
commuters. 

Metrolinx CEO Phil Ver- 
ster, who also spoke at the 
media event last week, said 
that the changes are 
"breaking down barriers" 
and can help the TTC "take 
some strain off their major 
pinch points". 


Caledon Public Library Mourns 
Passing of Bill Manson 


Caledon residents are 
mourning the loss of for- 
mer town librarian Bill 
Manson, who passed away 
suddenly on Apr. 8. 

The former CO /ehief li- 
brarian, who worked with 
Caledon Public Library 
from 2003 until his retire- 
ment in 2014, was a de- 
voted and _ well-known 
advocate of reading who 
made many friends in the 
community and a passion- 
ate champion of local li- 
braries. ‘ 

Manson previously 
worked at many libraries 
throughout the country, in- 


a 


cluding Calgary Public Li- 
brary and Cornwall Public 
Library, along with leader- 
ship positions in the Li- 
brary Association _ of 
Alberta and the Canadian 
Library Association 

“He had a deep intellect 
and always presented a 
unique perspective on 
things,” CPLsaid in a 
statement on Monday. 
(He) continued to watch 
proudly the things that 
CPL was doing.” 

The library board ex- 
tended condolences to 
Manson’s wife, Marcia, and 
the rest of his family. 


Peel Matters - Paying it Forward on Core Values 


by Catherine Soplet 


You may have noticed - or 
not noticed - that I pro- 
rogued the Peel Matters col- 
umn last month. 

I suspended my thoughts, 
in the same moment as I sus- 
pended my sense of disbelief. 

My eae ation coincided 
with that of the Ontario Pre- 
mier, when she visited the 
Lieutenant Governor Hon. 
Elizabeth Dowdswell durin 
the annual March Break, an 
hit reset on the government's 
agenda. 

The irony of the Premier's 
decision was to have govern- 
ment suspended on Mar.15, 
the iconic Ides of March from 
Shakespeare. 

"Beware the Ides of March" 
was the dreaded utterance of 
a soothsayer who foreshad- 
owed the murder of Emperor 
Julius Caesar, in the context 
of a routine monthly Roman 
practice of a deadline to set- 
tle debts. 

Settling debts is a core 
value. 

Reframing core values in a 
eee from the Throne 
ahead of an election-year 
budget was the government's 
reason to prorogue. 

A budget once touted as 
balanced until 2019-2020 
now needed to be bounced. 


The Finance Minister 
shifted from balanced books 
in 2017-18 to forecasting a 
budget gap of $6.7 billion for 
2018-19. 

Deficits are projected to 
soar to a combined $32 bil- 
lion over the next six years. 

It seems that this year's 
$6.7 billion price tag to fund 
a government pivot in core 
values was made less than 
one week following the elec- 
tion of the new leader for the 
PC Party of Ontario. 

Core values expressed from 
the new PC leader include a 
call for $6 billion in cost-cut- 
ting measures for 2018-2019. 

A $12.7 billion stretch lies 
between a vision for “A Plan 
for Care and Opportunity” 
budget offered by the On- 
tario Liberal government, 
and an as yet unannounced 
plan from the Progressive 
Conservative opposition to 
replace its " People's Guaran- 
tee" - a guarantee that was 
fuelled by a now-abandoned 
carbon tax revenues. 

Core Ontarian values for 
fairness, inclusion, self-re- 
liance and social contribu- 
tion seem not to be reflected 
on the spectrum between ei- 
ther polarized budget offer. 

Slogans about "who we 


rh 


L -R: Richard Antonio (Chair — Peel Poverty Action Group), Jada Fearon, (PPAG Member), Faisal 


Khan (Founder — Harmonize Hub), Catherine Soplet (PPAG Member) (Submitted Photo) 


fight for" conjure up a 
strongman rescue of fairytale 
damsels who cannot look 
after themselves. 

The strongman counter- 
slogans imply that only wal- 
let-sensitive taxpayers can 
qualify as discerning voters, 
and that they need to only 
look after themselves - not 
their kids. Not their parents. 
Not the families of their 


neighbours. 

The exclusion of those very 
many who pay taxes but are 
not deemed eligible to vote 
eel tees ie a __ tiresome 
egacy of a patronizing colo- 
nialism that disregards social 
contribution from newcomer 
permanent residents; those 
under 18 years of age; and 
those who are enfeebled. 

Core Ontario values for 


fairness, inclusion, self-re- 
liance and social contribu- 
tion were evident in an 
alternate budget offer which 
was crafted a year ago by the 
Ontario NDP. 

Here is what social democ- 
rats on social media find to 
be very disturbing: Core val- 
ues for poverty reduction, 
youth advancement and 
community safety are not top 


of mind for the Minister of 
Finance. These terms are not 
found using a simple word 
search of the 4000-plus 
words printed in this year’s 
budget. 

To date, the Region of Peel 
has unanimously adopted 
motions to ensure safety, 
health, education and future 
jobs for all youth in Peel, 
alongside commitments 
from municipal councils, re- 
gional district school boards 
and the police services board. 

T recently joined advocates 
from Peel Pove Action 
Group, who wholeheartedly 
supported and promoted the 
2007 Peel Youth Charter and 
undertook a 100-day cam- 

aign over the Christmas 

olidays last year to obtain 
continued endorsement of 
the Charter, braving winter 
storms all along the way. 

Endorsements will be 
sealed with an updated au- 
thorized signature at a future 
signing ceremony, which is 
anticipated to take place 
ahead of the 2018 provincial 
elections. 

Stay tuned to Peel Weekly 
News for further coverage of 
the Charter’s signing, or visit 
www.voice4peelyouth.ca/ch 
arter. 
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Meet Mississauga’s New Poet Laureate 


by Curtis Underwood 


In tandem with Na- 
tional Poetry Month, Mis- 
sissauga has announced 
its new Youth Poet Laure- 
ate - Pujita Verma. 

Announced as the suc- 
cessor of the City's previ- 


ous Youth Poet Laureate, 
Rebecca Zseder, Verma 
will represent the City as 
Mississauga's literary am- 
bassador for youth. 

She will assist in efforts 
grow the status of poetry, 


literary arts, and young 
writers in the city through 
community youth poetry 
events and projects. 
Verma, a 17-year-old 
Glenforest Secondary 
School senior, has several 


years of experiences and 
accomplishments. 

She previously worked 
as the secretary for Ink 
Movement Mississauga, a 
youth-led non-profit or- 
ganization encouraging 
students to express their 
thoughts. 

She has also been a 
member of her school's 
Student Writers’ Guild 
initiative, and performed 
at poetry slams across the 
GTA. 

Verma is also a National 
Finalist for the 2018 Po- 
etry In Voice Recitation 
Competition. 

Verma will appear at the 
Canada Day festivities on 
Mississauga Celebration 
Square and will be men- 
tored by current City of 
Mississauga Poet Laure- 
ate, Wali Shah. 

For more information 
on the Poet Laureate posi- 
tions and their responsi- 
bilities, visit 
culture.mississauga.ca/co 
ntent/poet-laureate. 


Brampton opens Nominations 
for Accessibility Awards 


People, businesses, or or- 
ganizations who demon- 
strate a commitment to 
accessibility and inclusion 
for those with disabilities 
may be eligible for a 2018 
Accessibility Award. 

The City of Brampton has 
opened nominations for the 
awards, nominations which 
will be evaluated based on 
accomplishments and con- 
tributions in the following 
sectors. 

- Preventing and remov- 
ing barriers: the nature of 
the barrier may be attitudi- 
nal, communicative, physi- 
cal, programmatic, social, or 
related to transportation or 
a policy. 

- Accommodating persons 
with disabilities: an accom- 
modation may involve the 
modification of a space, 
schedule or task that en- 
ables someone to partici- 
pate in the community. 

- Acting as an accessibility 
ambassador or ee 
and promoting accessibility 
awareness within the com- 
munity. 

- Providing employment 
support for persons with 
disabilities, and creating op- 
portunities to participate in 
the work environment. 

- Providing exemplary ac- 


cessible customer service, 
and taking time to under- 
stand the customer’s re- 
quest and offer an 
appropriate solution. 

- Providing assistance for 
independent living, assist- 
ing with skills training and 
support. 

Eligible nominees include 
Brampton residents, com- 
munity or non-profit organ- 
izations operating in 
Brampton, or business own- 
ers in the city. The achieve- 
ments and contributions 
made by nominees must 
benefit the Brampton com- 
munity, self-nominations 
will not be accepted. 

Brampton staff and mem- 
bers of the Accessibility Ad- 
visory Committee are not 
permitted nomination sub- 
mission or to be nominated 
for an award. 

The nomination deadline 
is Sept. 15 at 4:30 p.m. 

To make a nomination 
visit www.brampton.ca. 

Nomination forms can be 
mailed, faxed, or submitted 
in pron to the City Clerk's 
Office at Brampton City 
Hall. Accessibility Awards 
will be presented at the Dec. 
meeting of the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee. 


2018 inductees to Brampton Walk of Fame 
include Rupi Kaur and Director X 


The visually-distinctive 
director of music videos 
for Drake, Kendrick Lamar 
and other well known 
artists, an “Instagram 
poet” and the creator of 
CBC’s Little Mosque on the 
Prairie are part of a select 
group that will be honored 
by Brampton this year 
during the annual Arts 
Walk of Fame ceremony. 

The city announced the 
recipients late Tuesday, 
with such famed perform- 
ers as Peel historian and 
author William Perkins 
Bull, milk and honey au- 
thor Rupi Kaur and Super- 
fly auteur Director X being 
lauded for their work. 

The recipients all hail 
from Brampton or spent 
their formative years 
there, with each being se- 
lected based on their ac- 
complishments in the arts 
and entertainment indus- 
try, inspiring local arts and 
creators and contributing 
to the social or entertain- 
ment community in the 
city. 


The recipients include: 

Director X: Noted for di- 
recting high-budget, visu- 
ally distinctive videos for 
popular artists such as 
Drake, Kendrick Lamar, 
Rihanna, Jay-Z, Justin 
Bieber, Kanye West and 
many more. 

Rupi Kaur: The multi- 
million selling author of 
milk and honey, Kaur is a 
poet, artist and performer 
whose work has landed on 
the New York Times Best- 
seller list, and landed her 
on the Forbes 30 under 30 
and BBC’s 100 Women of 
2017 lists. 

Zarqa Nawaz: The cre- 
ator of the 2005 Me and 
the Mosque and Little 
Mosque on the Prairie, 
which ran on CBC Televi- 
sion from 2007 -2012. 
Nawaz currently hosts 
CBC’s The Morning Edi- 
tion. 

William Perkins Bull 
(Posthumous): A success- 
ful lawyer, financier, phi- 
lanthropist and historian, 
Bull began a comprehen- 


sive study of Peel County’s 
history that eventually 
grew into thirteen pub- 
lished volumes on Peel’s 
cultural and natural his- 
tory. 

The artistic work of the 
inductees will be featured 
and celebrated in special 
events throughout the 
year, followed by their 
recognition as part of the 
Arts Walk of Fame. 

The first of these events, 
An Evening with Rupi 
Kaur, will run on Thurs- 
day, Apr. 26 at The Rose 
Theatre. Details and tick- 
ets are available at 
www.rosetheatre.ca. 

Due to construction in 
the area, the installation of 
markers for 2017 in- 
ductees will be deferred to 
a future time. 

For a complete list of in- 
ductees and more infor- 
mation on this year’s 
presentation events, visit 
www.brampton.ca/artswal 
koffame. 


The Magic of Dreams 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


To me, Disney helped us 
rediscover the magic of our 
dreams and got us to believe 
in them again. 

“When you wish upon a 
star, your dreams come true” 
or “A wish is a dream your 
heart makes,” or even “It re- 
ally is true that if you can 
dream it, you can do it”. 

The steps you take are: 
“First, think. Second, believe. 
Third, dream. And finally, 
dare”. Another quote is 
“Laughter is timeless, imagi- 
nation has no age, dreams 
are forever”. 

Believing in magic is actu- 
ally just believing in your 
dreams coming true. 

Disney was definitely a 
dreamer and his dreams 
came true. He also believed 
that “our greatest natural re- 
sources are the minds of our 
children.” 

He geared his movies and 
cartoons to children because 
he wanted these future 
adults to believe. He also 
taught them that even when 
some things go wrong (like 
Bambi’s mother dying) life 


goes on and you will be 
happy again. 

Life is about the good and 
the bad, but you will survive 
and life becomes as magic or 
fulfilling as you believe it to 
be. 

The only problem is that 
we grow up and forget to be 
children chasing our dreams 
and fulfilling them. We get a 
“reality” check. But what is 
reality? Is it believing in only 
what we see or perceive? 

Unfortunately, I see a lot of 
stressed out people not able 
to see beyond their percep- 
tion of what their everyday 
life “should” be. 

I believe there is more than 
just the one-dimensional 
lives we live today. There is 
more to life than the mun- 
dane getting from this mo- 
ment to the next and 
attaining possessions. So 
many years are wasted on 
not seeing beyond that. 

When did believing in our 
dreams stop? What age? 
What made us stop believ- 
ing? The greatest works of 
art and music have been pro- 


duced by older people. 

Older people rediscover 
themselves later in life when 
they have time to see differ- 
ently. Our dreams always 
live within us. Don’t wait till 
then. 

I taught my grandson to 
wish upon a star every time 
he goes out and sees the 
night sky. This allowed him 
to believe in something 
greater than himself. To be- 
lieve in the impossible and to 
dream it into reality and dare 
to make it true is possible. 
We have to open ourselves 
and start the journey towards 
it. Itis no later than this mo- 
ment we are living in. 

Trust in the “magic” of 
your dreams, and like Dis- 
ney, they will come true. Go 
ahead the next time you see 
a star, wish upon it. Be 
amazed at the magic of your 
dreams. 


Elizabeth Banfalvi 

Reg. Cdn. Reflexology 
Therapist, 

Core Optimum Health 

Author, Meditation Series 
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OPP Hosts April Events in Caledon 


Caledon OPP will host 
their annual Youth Leader- 
ship program, which offers 
students the opportunity to 
engage within the commu- 
nity, from Aug. 7 - 10, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m daily. 
The program allows stu- 
dents to interact with Cale- 
don OPP officers and fellow 
students through a variety 
of community activities. 

Entrants into the pro- 
gram must be a student (be- 
tween grades 9 to 12) 
attending a Caledon school, 
possess a genuine interest 
in contributing to the com- 
munity in a meaningful 


way, and be a team player 
who works well with others. 

Applicants are required 
to submit a permission 
form signed by the appli- 
cant's parent/guardian 
along with an essay (ap- 
pie 250-500 words) out- 
ining their reason for 
interest. 

Permission forms can 
be found at the front desk of 
the Caledon OPP detach- 
ment and in secondary 
schools in the Caledon area. 

Students are asked to 
return the permission form 
with the essay attached, to 
the Caledon OPP detach- 


ment (6311 Old Church Rd., 
L7C 1J6), to the attention of 
Constable Tamara Schubert 


by Jun. 30. 
Caledon OPP’s Auxiliary 
Officers have also an- 


nounced the next install- 
ment of the Car Seat Clinic. 

The continued clinic 
program intends to inform 
participants on the proper 
installation of infant car 
seats and help parents en- 
sure the safety and security 
of their children. 

The clinic will be held at 
the Caledon Fire and Emer- 
gency Services Station 302, 
located at 28 Ann Street in 
Bolton. 

The clinic is by appoint- 
ment only and runs on 
Tuesday, Apr. 24, from 7 - 
9:30 p.m. For more infor- 
mation on the clinic and to 
book an appointment with a 
car seat technician, Caledon 
residents are asked to call 
(905) 584-2241. 
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Brampton Sets Eye on Urban Design 


Inaneffortto elevate the role 
of urban design and its presence 
in all facets of city planning and 
building, Brampton established 
its first-ever Urban Design Re- 
view Panel late last month. 

In a statement, Brampton 
Mayor Linda Jeffrey detailed the 
importance of the initiatives in- 
tentions to "be future ready" and 
elaborated on the importance of 
design to create a "livable, sus- 
tainable, and vibrant commu- 


The panel operates inde- 
pendently to The City and advises 
Brampton's Planning and Devel- 
opment Services Department, 
providing ae design 
recommendations on a range of 
development applications and 
City-initiated studies. 

These new Urban design as- 
sessments are meant to comple- 
ment and inform the City's 
existing development review 
process in order to ensure new 
developments ‘contribute to a 
well-design community’. 

The City has released a list of 
developments that are subject to 
review from the Urban Develop- 


ment Review Panel, including 
residential and office applica- 
tions, institutional applications, 
mixed-use development applica- 
tions, transit-oriented develop- 
ments, important parks, and 
significant streetscapes. 

The advisory panel includes 
eight volunteer members who ex- 
hibit active participation in the 
community. 

Chair - Eric Turcotte, Part- 
ner, Urban Strategies 

Vice-Chair — Wai Ying Di 
Giorgio, Principal, The Planning 
Partnership 


Brent Raymond, Partner, 
DTAH 


Daniel Ling, Principal, 
Montgomery Sisam 

Jason Wu, Urban Designer, 
City of Mississauga 


Khaldoon Ahmad, Manager 
of Urban Design, Niagara Region 

Nick Onody, Director, MT- 
Planners 

Zaid Saleh, Associate, HOK 

The panel met for its first 
time on Mar. 27 and plans to 
meet monthly for a two-year pe- 
riod throughout the course of his 
pilot project. 


Celebrate Earth Day Throughout Peel 


All three municipalities in 
Peel will be doing their part 
to make the planet a little 
greener during the 2018 edi- 
tion of Earth Day, with sev- 
eral events officially 
announced for the various 
cities and towns. 


(Brampton) 


Credit Valley Conservation 
(CVC) and the City of 
Brampton will team up for 
the annual Earth Day Tree 
Planting on Saturday, Apr. 
21 


Residents are encouraged 
to come out and help give 
back to the communityby 
helping to improve the natu- 
ral areas at Eldorado Park 
(8520 Creditview Rd). 

This event will include tree 
planting demonstrations, 

ooths from community 
partners and a barbecue! 

The event will run rain or 
shine. Closed toed shoes are 
required to participate in the 
event. 

The City will also host a 
planting workshop in Dun- 
can Foster Valley (Bellchase 
Trail, south of Castle Oaks 
Crossing) on Apr. 22. 

Get outside and help vol- 
unteers plant native trees 
and shrubs in the valley, as 
well as pick up litter and 
learn how to monitor newly 
planted trees and shrubs. 

The events are free, but 
registration is required. 

Participants can register by 
e-mailing Kelly Walker at 
Kelly.Walker@brampton.ca. 


(Caledon) 


Caledon Public Library will 
launch a Seed Library this 
spring - a free community- 
led seed saving initiative that 
is committed to conservin, 
Caledon’s rich agricultura 
i aca by _preservin 
local ven varieties throug 
the distributing, growing, 
nurturing, harvesting and 
sharing of seeds. 

The Seed Library initiative 
will be officially launched 
during the Caledon Spring 
Home Show, which takes 
place on Apr. 21 from 10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. at Albion Bolton 
Branch (150 Queen Street 
South). 

Caledon Recreation will 
also be hosting a Spring 
Workshop on Apr. 22. 

Families will have an op- 
portunity to build, create and 
share works related to recy- 
clable and reusable goods 
while learning about the our- 
doors. 

The workshop will take 
place at Caledon Centre for 
Recreation & Wellness (14111 
Regional Road 50), and cost 
$2.65 per person. All ages 
are welcome, but children 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

For more information or to 
register, call Caledon Recre- 
ation at (905)584-2272, ext. 


7327 
(Mississauga) 


The City will celebrate this 
year’s Earth Day with a series 


of themed events, including 
the fifth anniversary of the 
One Million Trees program. 

Events taking place over 
the course of the weekend in- 
clude: 

April 16 - 22: 20-Minute 
Makeover and E-Waste and 
Textiles Collection 

April 18: Guardians of the 
Garden Camp Kick-Off, with 
Earth Day-inspired activities 
for the whole family 

April 20: Litter Awareness 
Blitz at City Centre Transit, 
Meadowvale, South Com- 
mon and Westwood Mall 
transit terminals 

April 21: One Million Trees 
Earth Day 5th Anniversary 
Tree Plantings at Glen Eden 
Park, Arbor Green and Alli- 
son’s Park 

April 21: Earth Day crafts 
and activities at libraries 
across the city 

Registration is free for all 
events. 

Over 280,000 trees and 
shrubs have been planted 
through the One Million 
Trees program with the help 
of local volunteers. 

For 2018, local planters 
will be adding at least 650 
trees and shrubs to the total 
planted trees. 

For more information 
about Earth Days 2018 and 
to register for an event, visit 
mississauga.ca/earthdays. 

To find out more about on- 
going environmental proj- 
ects, visit 
mississauga.ca/environ- 
ment. 


onemilliontress 
mississauga 


Five Years Strong! 


#1MillionTrees 


Come join us as we 
celebrate Earth Day! 


9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 


Flagship Event 


7230 Copenhagen Road 


Partner-Led Events 


575 Willowbank Trail 
4145 Treetop Crescent 


For more information and to register, visit 


onemilliontrees.ca 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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We begin streaming May 2, 2018 at 7 am 


Our media family is growing click to enjoy! 
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